
OLVER, MARKEY AND MEEHAN ANNOUNCE HOUSE APPROVES $5.5 M FOR COMMUTER RAIL IN NORTH WORCESTER COUNTY

  
 WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ Congressmen John W. Olver (D-1st District), Edward J. Markey (D-7th District) and Marty Meehan (D-5th District) announced that the U.S. House of Representatives has approved a funding bill that includes $5.5 million for commuter rail services to benefit residents in the Fitchburg and Leominster area.

  Olver is the Ranking Member (most senior Democrat) of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Treasury, HUD, the Judiciary and DC and worked with Markey and Meehan to secure the funding.

  The funding was included in the FY07 Transportation, Treasury, Housing and Urban Development (HUD), the Judiciary and District of Columbia (DC) bill, which was approved by the House on June 14.

  "Commuter rail access is important to the residents in the North Central region," Olver said. "Significant infrastructure improvements to the rail line will mean a faster commute with more reliable and more convenient rail service. And, better commuter rail service will generate both economic and environmental benefits for the region."

  "This is great news for commuter rail service in Massachusetts.  I want to commend Congressman Olver for his leadership on the Appropriations committee and his commitment to improving mass transit. I look forward to working with my colleagues and our local and state partners along the Fitchburg line to ensure that the transportation needs of the communities along that line are met as this project moves forward," said Rep. Markey.

  "Improving commuter rail service will generate both economic and environmental benefits for Eastern Massachusetts.  I appreciate Congressman Olver's leadership on improving public transportation service in our region," Meehan said.  "We share the common goal of providing faster, more reliable, and safer commuter rail service for the communities we represent, and this important funding will help us realize that goal."

$1 million for improvements to the commuter rail line from Fitchburg to Boston

  Working with the MBTA, and federal and state agencies, Montachusett Area Regional Transit (MART) proposes to upgrade the commuter rail line from Fitchburg to Porter Square in Cambridge. These funds will be used to do an engineering and environmental study along with final design and construction documents for the first phase of the project.

   As a transit agency, MART supports the use of mass transit. As such, commuters will be aided to use the commuter train to Boston. The benefits will be to all communities along the Route 2 corridor in decreasing cars commuting into Boston and the area. The main emphasis of this project is to shorten the current commuter rail commute from 90 minutes to 60 minutes.

  In FY06, Olver secured $2.64 million for preliminary engineering studies for the commuter rail line with the overall goal of reducing the time for rail travel to one hour and increasing the commuter rail ridership by 100 percent. The engineering studies build off the Fitchburg Commuter Line Study completed by the MBTA, which provides a strategy to achieve one hour travel time from Fitchburg to Porter Square in Cambridge.

$4.5 million for MARTís North Leominster commuter station parking structure

   MART has a 140 car parking lot at 36 Nashua Street in Leominster, adjacent to a new commuter rail station. Currently, the need for commuter parking exceeds the available spaces; the lot reaches capacity two to three times per week. MART proposes to build a car parking structure on this lot to accommodate commuters. This structure will be a three story facility for approximately 450 cars. The new parking garage structure would increase parking capacity for the North Leominster station and benefit surrounding communities.

  In FY06, Olver secured $720,000 for architectural engineering of the parking garage.
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